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Dear Orient Express fans,
There have always been people - and 
today there are more than ever - who 
wanted to travel with greater conven­
ience and comfort than others.
Whether on horse-back, riding in a 
horse-drawn coach, on board ships on 
lakes, rivers or oceans, even in the very 
early days of railway traffic, now in 
modern Jumbo jets, there have always 
been differences in classes of comfort. 
Even in hiking it was customary for a 
time to be carried in sedan chairs 
across the Gemmi-pass between Kan- 
dersteg in the Bernese Oberland and 
the Valais. In addition to the regular 
bearer wages, to be paid in francs and 
batzen, a loaf of bread and two pounds 
of mountain cheese had to be given, 
too...
The Great European Express trains 
had their first big boom before the First 
World War. The private initiative of a 
single man, Mr. George Nagelmaker, 
the founder of the Cie. Internationale 
des Wagons-Lits et Grands Express 
Européens, brought about a network 
of great express and luxury trains 
reaching from Lisbon to Siberia and 
China, from northern Europe to At­
hens, Istanbul and the Near East.
The second grand era of luxury train 
trips was ushered in the twenties. 
The first Pullman trains were introdu­
ced, modern sleeping cars were incor­
porated into the new luxury trains, new 
connections established.
Often but incorrectly those years are 
glorified as “the roaring twenties”; the 
years up to the Second World War 
were anything but glorious. Only rail­
way traffic held its solitary top posi­
tion, both regarding convenience as 
well as an international communica­
tions monopoly, positions never again 
reached since.
One had to take the train to go places. 
One had to take the “Rheingold” or 
the “Edelweiss” to Lucerne, one took 
the Karlsbad-Express to take the wa­
ters, the “Cote d’Azur Pullman” to the 
Riviera to spend the winter.
Air-traffic was still in its beginnings, 
although great achievements were en­
tered in the log-books until 1939, the 
pilot had to fly “manually”, with a 
map on his knees, preferably in good 
or satisfactory weather. All and sundry 
talked about the proud new “large 
space” aircraft, although they contain­
ed less than two dozen seats. The Ger­
man Lufthansa ran the slogan : “Din­
ing car service up in the air” .
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lor, piano, chefs (meals were not pre­
cooked), fine china, bedrooms. Too 
bad there are no such dirigibles left ... 
“Intraflug” would be well suited to 
operate them.
In those days, too, throughways were 
only just about to be built. Anybody 
who was somebody had his chauffeur - 
with leather cap and dustcloak - drive 
him around in his Bugatti, Delahaye 
or Rolls Royce. He was also in charge 
of negotiating the settlements with 
furious farmers in matters of hens, 
ducks and pigs run over.
In the period between 1926 and 1929, 
the Cie. Int. des Wagons-Lits et Grands 
Express Européens put into service a 
whole family of luxury railway cars 
with interiors by famous Art Déco 
artists. Now imagine that in our age 
of plastics, modern designers with flair 
and style were commissioned to do 
railway interiors - it might again be a 
pleasure to take a ride in a modem 
dining car!
Train for the Kings-King of the Trains
One June 6, 1883 the first “Orient 
Express” began its inaugural run from 
Paris Gare de l’Est to the capital of 
the Ottoman Empire, Constantinople, 
today’s ISTANBUL. In the first years 
of the history of the Orient Express 
the passengers had to take the boat 
from Varna to Istanbul. Direct rail 
connection between Europe and the 
Golden Horn started only in 1888.
Before the First World War, the Orient 
Express was the most exotic, romantic, 
luxurious train that has ever thundered 
across a continent. It was the only 
means of travel between west and east. 
Kings, dukes and duchesses, virtuous 
ladies and ladies of no virtue at all, 
diplomats, barons, king’s messengers 
and adventurers, spies and statesmen, 
gamblers, smugglers, mini James 
Bonds and members of sultan’s harem 
traveled the 1800 miles in 75 hours, 
every whim met by a dedicated staff. 
King Boris of Bulgaria — who died 
mysteriously in the last war — loved 
the Orient Express. Even more, he 
loved driving it.
Between the two World Wars the Orient 
Express stopped being a deluxe train 
to the disappointment of many travel­
ers. Due to the changing political si­
tuations, new routes had to be added. 
“Arlberg Orient Express” was linking 
Paris to Bucarest via Arlberg Pass 
while on the southern line the famous 
“Simplon Orient Express” linked the 
two big capitals: Paris and Istanbul.
The layout of an early sleeping car of Wagon-Lit. The beds folded down 
from the walls.
Orient Express
Today’s generation have completely 
forgotten that regular scheduled servi­
ces by great dirigibles such as the 
“Graf Zeppelin” and the “Hinden- 
burg” existed to North and South- 
America, with on board service evok­
ing the most nostalgic feelings in pre­
sent day jet passengers - smoking par-
Top, the first Orient Express steams through France. Above, its 
car, which had a ceiling covered with embossed leather from Cordoba, 
walls lined with Gobelins tapestries, curtains o f Genoa velvet and gas 
lighting.
The interior of an early dining car, one of the first to run on bogies. This 
technical development made gracious eating on trains practical because of 
the extra smoothness and space.
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Train for the Workers
After the Second World War the opu­
lence of the old Orient Express was 
over. Second and third class cars had 
been added to the train. Restaurants 
and salon cars were open to everybody. 
Only the name Orient Express brought 
about nostalgia for the past. And in 
Spring 1977 the last sleeping car con­
nection between Paris and Istanbul 
had been withdrawn from service. 
Tempi passati.
The Renaissance
In 1976 a new page opened in the his­
tory of the Orient Express. For the 
first time since many decades a deluxe 
train was running between Milano and 
the Golden Horn equipped with mo­
dern rolling stock. October 1976 saw 
the first “Nostalgic Orient Express” 
with old cars from the late twenties, 
the goden era on railway traveling.
We started some time ago to collect 
old carriages and we still continue to 
look around...
Unfortunately, only very few cars of 
that period (also called “Belle Epo- 
que” in railway jargon) are still intact. 
Of the original 211 parlor and Pull­
man cars, only five are admitted on 
international rails; three of them are 
property of Intraflug.
The “Nostalgic Orient Express” has 
sometimes been called the most beauti­
ful “museum train of Europe” - inac­
curately, though. We are not a mu­
seum on rails, but organize trips in the 
style of yore for today’s sophisticated 
passenger.
All cars have been restored at a rea­
sonable cost, or are being restored. 
If we had them overhauled fit for a 
museum, it would be a pity to use 
them, and several hundreds of “Nos­
talgic Orient Express” fans would be 
disappointed for being deprived of a 
ride.
If you want to admire some frankly 
fabulous railway cars, I suggest you go 
see the Railway Museum at Mulhouse/ 
Alsace and its outstanding collection 
of steam locomotives, railroad cars 
and other relics of railway-lore.
The “Nostalgic Orient Express” is 
sometimes compared to a rolling hotel 
- again, an erroneous assumption. We 
cannot offer full hotel services on 
board the train. The sleeping cars 
with only 16 beds are considered to 
be the most comfortable ones ever 
built, but you may need a certain pe­
riod of adaptation to “sleeping aboard 
a train”.
Our “Nostalgic Orient Express” is 
composed of a total of 15 cars :
8 sleeping cars Lx 16 (models 1929)
1 sleeping car Lx 20 (1929)
1 dining car “Sud-Express” (1926)
2 Pullman cars “Cote d’Azur” (1929) 
‘ 1 bar/parlor car “Train Bleu” (1929)
1 bagagge and service car (1928)
1 shower car for your convenience 
(1929/66)
The maximum 95 guests have the fol­
lowing at their disposal: the “Orient 
Express” , overall length 353 meters, 
total weight approx. 780 tons, and 
attendant brigade of 28: cooks, stew­
ard, sleeping car porters, bar pianist, 
board mechanic, board medical, travel 
attendants and other ministering angels 
in the wings.
As a comparison: the starting weight 
of a Swissair DC 9 (which will fly
you home), 52 tons, equals the weight 
of a Pullman car - and the DC 9 will 
carry all 95 guests of our “Orient Ex­
press” !
All food is taken fresh from Paris 
(cans are taboo). Besides, aboard the 
service car there are several thousand 
bottles of champagne, wine and min­
eral water. On a single return trip, 
about 1900 main meals and breakfasts 
are being prepared by two chefs. 
They’ll be delighted to show you their 
kitchen realm.
It is not our purpose to provide tran­
sportation from A to B; on our travels, 
we want you to “experience” the land­
scape, from West to East, across the 
vast expanses of Russia, in the wine­
growing areas of France, or on the 
tracks of the pioneers in Alaska, Brit­
ish Columbia, the Colorado plateau 
and the Rocky Mountains.
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An illustration from a Wagons-Lits company brochure of about 1900.
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We don’t organize school trips or 
group excursions. We expect our guests 
to be fairly independent. This also 
means, that they may move freely 
■within our programs, or that they may 
organize their stays according to their 
own preferences (also in the USSR). 
Nobody is peeved if you don’t want 
to join us on an excursion.
The “Nostalgic Orient Express” is a 
real cruising train. Our guests travel
during the night enjoying their gala 
dinners in candle light. In the daytime 
they visit interesting places on the 
way to and from the Golden Horn.
To celebrate the centennial of the 
Orient Express we will run in 1983, 
together with the U.S.A. Tour Opera­
tor Society Expeditions from Seattle, 
Washington, a series of jubilee trains 
between Paris and Istanbul with high­
lights like champaign luncheons in the 
cellars of a champaign factory in
Reims, visits to Salzburg, to a grand 
ball in an old palace in Vienna, wat­
ching a horse show in Putzda, a visit 
to the Dracula Castle in Rumania and 
we will ofter as a grand finale a three- 
night stay at the only hotel in town 
corresponding to the deluxe standard 
of our trains: the Hilton International 
Istanbul.
We attach particular importance to 
the service and hospitality aboard our
trains. Within a minimum of time, the 
Swiss Dining Car Company has ac­
quired a world-wide reputation for 
pampering our international clientele. 
And to conclude it all, our most heart­
felt gratitude to you, our guests from 
all over the world, who encourage us 
over and over again to further expand 
travel on luxury trains.
I am looking forward to the pleasure 
of lifting my glass to your health 
aboard one of our trains.
For information please contact 
Intraflug Ltd 
Owners of the 
"Nostalgic Orient Express"
Pob 88
CH 8127 Forch/Switzerland
A. Glatt 
(Chairman)
Intraflug Ltd., Forch-Zurich
Taha Toros Arşivi
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